A SUMMER OF
Thanks to your support, families faced with
cancer from Colorado and across the USA
were restored with light and life this summer!
The ﬁnancial burden that a life-threatening
illness has on a family often puts summertime
recreation out of reach. With one parent taking
their sick child to the hospital for chemotherapy
or treatments and the others busy with swim
lessons and soccer practice, spending quality
time together seems impossible.

Summer represents freedom, fun and adventure.
At Shining Stars, we make the magical summers of youth
accessible to children and families faced with cancer.

“We love being surrounded by people who ‘get’ us.
No sad faces, or awkward stares or silences.
We all share the same story!”

-The Ahrens Family

Aspen Summer Adventure 2019
We had a magical week in Aspen this summer at the 2019
Aspen Summer Adventure! The Stars enjoyed pool parties,
rafted the Colorado river, crafted master works of art, rode
horses in the shadows of the Maroon Bells, learned to cook a
5-course meal at a ﬁve-star resort, and, in the week’s ﬁnal
challenge, ascended cliffs of over 50 ft on Independence Pass.
The kids gained conﬁdence in themselves, lasting friendships
with each other, and hope for their futures, a truly priceless gift.

Grand County Family Adventure 2019

We hosted nearly 200 people from 10 different states at
the Snow Mountain Ranch YMCA for 5 days of high alpine
adventure, including whitewater rafting, ﬁshing, hiking,
boating, climbing, summer tubing, and so much more!
Most importantly, our families got the chance to connect
with other families who knew exactly what they were going
through. These connections are so important for families
faced with the biggest battles of their lives- cancer.

In addition to the week-long programs we offer to our
families each summer, we also provide a number of
events and outings that families are invited to enjoy.
These outings bring the whole family together in a festive
setting, allowing them to celebrate life and forget about
the stresses of cancer for an afternoon or an evening.

Before Shining Stars,
I can’t remember the
last time I felt like myself!
-Shining Star Mom

Thank you!

